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October 11, 2006 
 
Dear Friends and Colleagues, 
 
Thank you for taking time from your busy schedules to participate in the 2nd  
Annual “A Community That Cares” breakfast.  We appreciate what you have 
accomplished for this community, and want you to know that your participation is 
vital to our county.  When people and groups work together, it is a “win-win” 
situation for everyone involved! 
 
The Camden Partnership has had another productive year and looks forward to 
achieving more goals in 2007.  We continue to work at the federal, state, regional, 
and local levels to support the missions at Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay, 
promote growth of NSBKB, and foster cooperation to manage Smart Growth in 
Camden County. 
 
The highlight of the past year was capturing and managing a grant from the  
Office of Economic Adjustment, which funded the Economic Diversification 
Study.  This study has been widely accepted by local governments and agencies, 
serving as a baseline document in developing a strategic plan for economic  
development.  Distribution of the diversification study was very timely, coming at 
the beginning of the efforts by the Regional Development Authority to develop a 
new countywide Comprehensive Plan. 
 
During this process, The Camden Partnership served the governments and the 
community by assisting in coordinating public input and actively participating in 
the various planning committees. 
 
Over the past two and a half years, we continually realized the importance of 
staying engaged in the process – whether that process was Base Realignment and 
Closure (BRAC), Comprehensive Planning, or managing Smart Growth.  That is 
the real value added by The Camden Partnership.  By engaging the process, we 
maintain vital communication links with all levels of government – from City 
Hall, to the State Capital, to the halls of Congress.  We serve as an important 
voice for our Community. 
 
Again, thank you for your participation in today’s’ breakfast.  We look forward to 
another very productive year as we continue to strengthen our partnerships with 
the community, the base, and you, our supporters. 
 
Jim Wells, Chairman   Walt Yourstone, President 
The Camden Partnership, Inc.  The Camden Partnership, Inc.
    



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
“The Camden Partnership is a great 
organization that strives to ensure 
that Camden County will be a suc-
cess economically, politically, and 
socially for generations to come.” 

 
Representative Cecily Hill, 
Georgia House District 180 

 
 

The Camden Partnership is a nonprofit organization, composed of strong 
local leadership, which functions as the one community focal point for 
providing support and promotion for  Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay. 
 
Vision:  The Camden Partnership, Inc. facilitates partnerships between 
private, public, governmental, and community organizations, in order to 
craft a comprehensive vision for Camden County that integrates the  
requirements of Military and Homeland Security missions, and to work 
together to reach that vision. 
 
 Guiding Principles:  The Camden Partnership will achieve this vision by: 
· Conducting community planning to support installation growth  
        at Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay. 
· Striving to be a leader in community planning efforts. 
· Participating in efforts that will improve the Quality of Life for  
       Camden County residents. 
· Adhering to the principles of Smart Growth and Quality  
        Economic Development. 
· Supporting small business development and growth. 
· Always being truthful and fair. 
· Committing to open communications. 
· Leveraging resources to assist in planning and managing growth. 
· Promoting community involvement. 
· Cultivating local expertise. 
 
Mission:  The Camden Partnership, Inc. 1) supports and promotes  
Military and Homeland Security missions by developing Partnerships at 
the local, regional, state, and federal levels, and 2) partners with local 
organizations to promote economic development and quality growth 
throughout Camden County. 
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The Camden Partnership:  A Study 
in Synergy 

 
“When properly understood, synergy is the 
highest activity of all life.  It catalyzes, unifies 
and unleashes the greatest powers in people.”   

  Dr. Stephen R. Covey 
 

Stephen Covey, internationally respected leadership authority, teacher, organ-
izational consultant and author of the 15-million-copy bestseller The Seven 
Habits of Highly Effective People, defines synergy as “the ability of two or 
more people to create a whole that is greater than the sum of the parts.”  “The 
relationship which the parts [of an organization or a community, for example] 
have to each other is a part in and of itself,” says Dr. Covey.  “It is not only a 
part, but the most catalytic, the most empowering, the most unifying, and the 
most exciting part.” 
 
The Camden Partnership (TCP) takes this definition to heart in its work for 
Camden County and Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay.  It was also illus-
trated in the genesis of the Partnership, which came about in June of 2003. 
 
 
"The Camden Partnership is an excellent example of the positives that 
can come from a community working together. Through the leadership 
of Walt Yourstone and Jim Wells, the group has the three cities, the 
county, state and federal agencies and the military pulling together to 
make sure there is smart, quality growth in the community. Camden 
County is one of the fastest growing areas in the country and planning 
for that growth is very important. The Camden Partnership's efforts 
were invaluable to me during the Base Realignment and Closure process 
in 2005. They had the research and facts to present to the Pentagon and 
they also rallied community support for Kings Bay.  It has been my 
honor to work with the Camden Partnership." 
                                    Congressman Jack Kingston, 1st District of Georgia 
How It Started 
 
BRAC - the very phrase strikes terror, or at least worry, in the hearts of resi-
dents inside and outside “the fence” of a military base.  An evaluative process 
that takes place about every five years, BRAC, which stands for “Base Re-
alignment and Closure,” has at least one positive effect - it brings people  
together.   
 
That “bringing together” started early here in Georgia, where Governor 
Sonny Perdue challenged the business community (continued next page) 
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“Prior to BRAC, we didn’t see as much interest in the base.  It was a 
partnership that was taken for granted.  The Camden  
Partnership took the lead and let the community know, hey, your 
neighbor probably works on the base, and we’re all one.”   

                           Public Affairs Officer Ed Buczek,  
                            Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay   

 
 

to take the lead, in August 2003, in saving Georgia’s military bases.  He felt 
that business leaders understand the economic importance of military bases to 
the local communities and to the state of Georgia.  But how much of an  
influence on the economy do these bases actually have? 
 
One-half million jobs are impacted by military bases in Georgia.  By  
itself, Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay uses $90 million worth of goods and 
services every year.  It has a total payroll of $300 million annually.  Naval 
Submarine Base Kings Bay is the biggest employer in Camden County, with 
approximately 8000 employees. 
 
Clearly, military bases are a huge contributor, not only to our local econo-
mies, but to our country’s safety and security.  Accordingly, Governor Perdue 
directed the Georgia Chamber of Commerce to help local communities start 
public-private partnerships, known as Community Action Groups, to help 
protect these very important installations. 
 
C. A. G - Community Action Groups in Action 
 
Jim Wells, then vice-president of Coastal Bank of Georgia, and the original 
chairman of the Community Action Group in Camden County, had strong 
feelings about the role that group would play.  “The governor came up with 
the phrase ‘Community Action Group,’ but, in this community, the commu-
nity is the action group.” 
 
Jim Wells, board member Walt Natzic, and other group members drafted a 
document highlighting base and community strengths in terms of criteria used 
in the analysis to generate the BRAC list.  They shared that information with 
the Georgia Military Affairs Coordinating Committee (GMACC).  This docu-
ment showcased Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay’s value and potential 
through comprehensive study.  And rather than use expensive consultants 
who weren’t necessarily part of the community, (continued on next page) 
 
 

 

J. C. Knoll, vice president and general manager for V. T. Griffin:  “For 
me, the C. A. G. represents a group of people and businesses who are 
trying to better Camden County, while preserving the character and 
uniqueness that we all treasure, for ourselves and future generations.” 
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         Jim Wells          this intrepid group of citizens did the research and 
crafted the documents themselves, covering areas such 
as housing, health care, public safety and security, and 
education.  Jim Wells said that he wanted this report to 
be a “living document,” one that could be utilized by 
community and business planners in the future.   
Today, Mr. Wells adds that these documents will be 
important for future BRAC evaluations, which could 
come as often as every five years. 
 
The community pitched in to support the base with 
unbridled enthusiasm.  Local businesses gave “in-kind” 
- donated services - that would help increase the aware-

ness of the impending BRAC scrutiny.  K-Bay Radio, Vista Outdoor Adver-
tising, and Land Resources were among the generous companies, with Land 
Resources , for example, donating hundreds of bumper stickers reading “I 
Love Kings Bay!  C. A. G. Supporter.” 
 
Data collected by the Community Action Group showed that Camden is  
military-friendly, and that Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay can take on 
more missions.  It seemed for a while as if NSBKB would get missions from 
Naval Submarine Base New London and Patrick Air Force Base, Cape  
Canaveral, but those two installations escaped the BRAC ax. 
 
 
 
The Camden Partnership is Born 
 
The Community Action Group, in order to continue on its mission path of 
“seeking out information, operational alternatives and cost effective ways of 
increasing military value and doing business with Naval Submarine Base 
Kings Bay,” needed a sponsor organization that could provide a business 
structure.  The Camden Partnership was the “parent” organization of C A.G. 
Walt Yourstone, the NSBKB Commanding Officer from 2000 to 2002, came 
on board as the Executive Director of the Partnership in August of 2004.  He 
was, according to Jim Wells, “the logical candidate.  He wanted to come back 
to this area, he had a many links to the community, knows a lot about the 
military base, and had established contacts in the Pentagon.” 
 
Yourstone fell in love with Camden when he was Executive Officer of the 
USS Pennsylvania (Gold).  And Captain Yourstone showed his affection by 
giving his all for The Camden Partnership.  He singled out the “R” in BRAC.  
“Realignment” means to configure military bases (continued on next page) 
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so they can do more and be used for more.  At the time of Yourstone’s join-
ing, Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay was mainly home to the Navy, and to 
Trident subs.  But Yourstone knew that more functions mean more jobs, and 
more economic development for Camden County.  Yourstone also wanted to 
bring non-DoD functions to Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay, to better posi-
tion the base for BRAC scrutiny, now and in the future. 
 
 

“The Camden Partnership has been an invaluable link 
and resource to Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay.  
Whether helping us contact the right folks, partner 
with the correct organizations, or link us to the infor-
mation we need to make better decisions, The Camden 
Partnership has markedly improved our ability to 
make a positive impact on our military members’ 
Quality of Life here in Camden County and the sur-
rounding area.  The Camden Partnership is a priceless 
asset, not only in ensuring the quality of growth we get 
to enjoy in Camden County, but in ensuring this com-
munity remains the premier location our military 
members choose to honorably serve their country.” 

  Captain Mike McKinnon,  Commanding Officer  
   Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay 

 
Other Irons in the Fire 
 
Because of BRAC, and the possibility of Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay 
being closed, the Department of Defense, through the Office of Economic 
Adjustment, awarded a grant to study the impact on Camden County if that 
did happen.  The Camden Partnership’s job, as it related to this grant, was to 
not only administer, but to coordinate public input, bring people in, and let 
them know why a study on economic diversification was important.  The 
Economic Diversity Study, contracted to Georgia Tech’s Office of Economic 
Development and Technology Ventures, and the Center for Quality Growth 
and Regional Development (two teams), involved over 100 citizens,  
community leaders and military community members. 
 
The findings of the study  formed a comprehensive blueprint for future plan-
ning and implementation through local governments and funding studies.  
They informed state and federal officials about Camden County assets, as 
well as the ability to manage growth with any future assets coming to the  
Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay.  About this approach , Walt Yourstone 
averred, “The Comprehensive Plan will create a vision for Camden County 
that recognizes the challenges we face, and creates a blueprint for growth that 
strives for proper balance in development, necessary infrastructure, and ser-
vices, while preserving a ‘Community Character’ (continued on next page) 



 
 
 
 

                   Downtown St. Marys                  making Camden County a unique, 
enjoyable place to live and work.” 
 
The Camden Partnership sees the 
progression of the Economic Devel-
opment Study as a four-phase plan 
to be undertaken in conjunction 
with the cities and the county, and 
all other interested parties.  Phase I 
came from the recommendations 
made by the Quality Growth Team 
from the Georgia Department of 
Community Affairs.  Phase II was 

the Georgia Tech Economic  Diversification Study.  Phase III will consist of 
developing Comprehensive Plans for the cities and the County.  Phase IV will 
be the implementation of these plans. 
 
The study has already helped to generate several community betterment 
plans, many of which have been spearheaded by the Camden - Kings Bay 
Area Chamber of Commerce.  These include a Workforce Development  
Initiative, the Camden! Entrepreneur Friendly Initiative, and projects have 
also been started for Affordable Housing and a Green Print Plan for the envi-
ronment. 
 
While working on these projects, The Camden Partnership is also involved in 
other aspects of the community.  In order to better the quality of life for  
Camden students, The Camden Partnership helped to bring about the adop-
tion of the Student-to-Student mentoring program and Interactive Counseling 
Centers, to assist military children during school transitions.  They also 
helped in marketing Coastal Georgia Community College as an asset in 
bringing economic growth to Camden County. 
 
The Camden Partnership Gets on the Information Superhighway 
 
Thanks to the efforts of David Burch, The Camden Partnership’s website was 
launched in October of 2005.  Their website address (continued on next page) 

Craig Root, President, Vista Outdoor Advertising, and Mary Root, 
President, Satilla Business Services:  “We consider our support [of 
The Camden Partnership] as an investment in the community that 
has returned outstanding dividends, due to the work of Walt, 
Marty, and their Boards.  In addition to providing a focused vision 
and voice for our County, the Partnership has assumed pivotal roles 
in the establishment of quality growth plans and programs.” 

7 



8 

 
 
 
 

is www.thecamdenpartnership.org.             
 
Not the End, But Just the Beginning... 
 
What has The Camden Partnership done lately?  
How are they improving the quality of life in 
Camden County?  The Partnership continues to 
work to increase local economic growth, reduce 
dependence on Naval Submarine Base Kings 
Bay, increase the tax base, and make sure that community assets and infra-
structure support community growth.  The Partnership is also looking for 
opportunities to bring additional military missions to NSBKB, as well as the 
private enterprise companies which support those additional missions. 
 
Specifically, The Camden Partnership is involved, or has recently been  
involved, in the following projects: 
 
Employment:  The Camden Partnership (TCP)  works with the Naval Subma-
rine Base Kings Bay Employment Committee; actively involved with the 
Camden  - Kings Bay Area Chamber of Commerce in WorkForce develop-
ment. 
 
Education:  TCP facilitates meetings for, and works to help support, Camden 
County High School, Coastal Georgia Community College, Valdosta  
University, and Brenau University.  They regularly meet with Congressional 
leaders on educational issues. 
 
Health:  Working with Southeast Georgia Health System - Camden Campus, 
on the hospital expansion; helped the Coastal Medical Access Project 
(CMAP) in developing resources in Camden County to assist in the operation 
and expansion of clinic services; working to establish the Three Share  
Medical Insurance Plan, a low-cost medical plan (continued on next page) 
 
 

“The Southeast Georgia Health System immediately recognized the value 
that an organization like The Camden Partnership could bring to this  
community, and therefore became a major contributor and supporter of 
their efforts.  The initial focus was on the BRAC process and the expansion 
of the mission of Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay, and they did a fantastic 
job bringing together the community resources necessary to make Camden 
County’s position known.  However, since then, The Camden Partnership 
has focused on a methodical way to support quality growth in the county.  As 
a health system that is also expanding to meet the growth in the area, we are 
interested in supporting an organization like TCP, that is looking at ways to 
bring resources to bear to ensure quality growth.  Southeast Georgia Health 
System is proud to be a supporter of The Camden Partnership.” 

 Howard W. Sepp, Jr., Vice-President/Administrator, 

Woodbine Riverwalk 



 
 
 
 

 
 
        for uninsured workers. 
 
 
Military:  Supports Sea Cadet Program; 
The Camden Partnership is involved in 
Military Community Council; participates 
yearly in the Washington Fly-In (please 
see page 12). 
 

 
Civic:  The Camden Partnership is a partner in the Drug-Free Communities 
Coalition; they are also measuring outcomes of effort to bring more recrea-
tion alternatives to Camden County, and also to Single Sailors and Marines. 
 
Marty Klumpp, the director of The Camden Partnership,  recently received 
her annual re-certification as a fund-raising executive.  She is enrolled in  
St. Marys Government 101, and is also attending the Georgia Academy of  
Economic Development Region 12.  Her favorite quote is from William 
Jennings Bryan, one of America’s greatest leaders and orators:  “Destiny is 
not a matter of chance; it is a matter of choice.  It is not a thing to be waited 
for; it is a thing to be achieved.”   She is honored by the opportunity to work 
with such an outstanding group as the Partnership’s Board of Director’s,  the 
community, and to our support and promote of Naval Submarine Base Kings 
Bay. 
 
In summary:  The Camden Partnership has a history that reflects dedication to 
every man, woman and child in Camden County, and their continuing good 
health, happiness and success.  Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay is also still 
uppermost in their minds.  Jim Wells:  “The Partnership will continue to  
engage the federal, state, and local contacts made during BRAC 2005.  It is 
important to keep NSBKB and Camden County on the radar screens of those 
who would be involved in moving military missions and assets.”  Perhaps  
Stephen Covey would say that, if you looked up the definition of “synergy” 
in the dictionary, you might see a picture of The Camden Partnership! 

 

Photo by Terri Keller 

Kingsland Catfish Festival 
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Sheila and the Chocolate Submarines 

 
Sheila McNeill, owner of Sheila’s Hallmark, in St. Marys, is a very resource-
ful woman.  And when she and a group of concerned Camden citizens needed 
Congress to sit up and take notice, this past national president of the Navy 
League of the U.S., had a very sweet idea. 
 
It all began in the 1990s, when the Navy started thinking about a new concept 
– converting SSBNs to SSGNs.  Sheila took action with a visit to Congress-
man Jack Kingston and Senator Max Cleland.  At their Washington Fly-In, 
the Military – Community Council of the Camden – Kings Bay Area Cham-
ber of Commerce, with Carla Carper, Jack Gross and Co-Chairman, Jim 
Wells, discusses SSGN with Georgia legislators.  John Crouse, now St. 
Marys Submarine Museum Manager, while working for a NAVSEA subma-
rine sub-contractor, assists in drafting a point paper for NAVSEA on convert-
ing the SSBN submarines to SSGN submarines.  These dedicated folks are 
delighted when the Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2000 supports 
$13 million for SSGN development. 
 
Still, there were troubled waters ahead.  Even though many think that the 
SSGN program is a good idea, news comes out that the reconfiguration of the 
SSBNs might interfere with the Start II treaty.  On the other hand, the  
Defense News says that converted submarines could bolster U. S power  
projection.  The Military – Community Council asks for assistance from local 
businesses to help with funding, and local businesses are happy to oblige.   
 
“Can Kings Bay Subs Be Saved?” asks the Georgia Times-Union in a front 
page article in January 2001.  But Sheila has a plan, and 3,000 chocolate  
submarines arrive in Camden County for distribution.  Letters are sent to  
submarine contractors in Georgia, asking them to contact their congressional 
delegation.  And chocolate submarines are shipped out to points north, east, 
south, and west, with requests to “Save the USS Michigan” and “Bring the 
USS Georgia Home”! 
 10 
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On March 6th, 2001, 35 Camden citizens fly to Washington D. C., not to see 
the sites, but to stuff enough bags with position papers and chocolate subma-
rines to sink a flotilla.  Luckily, they delivered them instead to every member 
of Congress.  But the buzz around Washington D. C. the next day does not 
come from a sugar rush, but from the interest raised in the SSGN program by 
the work of these and many other people who want to make it very public 
how important these submarines are to the sea service, and to the country. 
 
Acknowledgements start coming in from governors and legislators on the 
SSGN paper and the charming chocolate submarines.  Things seem to be  
looking up when the President speaks at the Naval Academy graduation and 
remarks that future submarine Commanding Officers may command modi-
fied Trident submarines.  But hearts fall when a close look at legislation 
shows that only two Trident subs are to be converted.  “To pass [only] the 
two Tridents is to sentence them to death,” laments a Navy official. 
 
In July, Congressman Jack Kingston announces that the administration will 
reconsider their recent decision to convert only two of the four Tridents.  But 
a letter-writing campaign is cut short two months later, on September 11, 
2001, due to the tragic events in New York City.  Citizens spend the evening 
in prayer. 
 
Early in the new year, Congressman Kingston announces that the first fund-
ing for the trident conversion is almost final.  He and Connecticut Congress-
man Sam Gedjenson send a “Save Our Submarines” letter to colleagues.  
Congressman Kingston seizes on an opportunity later in the year to have the 
ear of the President, and he uses that time to speak on SSGNs.  President 
Bush wants to hear more, and a briefing is arranged for him on his return to 
D. C. 
 
Success!  That same month (October), Senator Max Cleland issues a press 
release on the Conference Committee appropriating $825 million for procure-
ment and research funding for the SSGN.  The bill also provides an option to 
convert two additional Tridents in the future. 
 
Because of the dedication and perseverance of people like Congressman Jack 
Kingston, Sheila McNeill and the good citizens of Camden County, not to 
mention many other  civil and government representatives, the SSGNs are not 
only saved, but Kings Bay is now home to the USS Florida, and the USS 
Georgia will be “coming home” in less than a year.  All the effort and energy, 
and chocolate submarines, were worth this splendid outcome for Naval Sub-
marine Base Kings Bay, and all there is left to say now is a heartfelt “Job 
well done!” and “Thanks for the submarines!” 
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The Washington Fly-In:  Working  
Together to Support Camden County 

 
Since 1996, the Camden - Kings Bay Area Chamber of 
Commerce has been organizing the Washington Fly-In.  
The Fly-In has played a major role in protecting the  
assets of Camden County, such as Naval Submarine Base 
Kings Bay.  It was the Washington Fly-In group that was 
instrumental in forming the Community Action Group 
that prepared NSBKB for BRAC.  What is it that makes 
these trips to our capitol so important? 
 
The Washington Fly-In is a prime opportunity for getting feedback from our 
Congressional delegation and Pentagon officials on issues affecting Camden 
County.  Citizens and local officials also use this valuable time to infom, 
thank, and gather information from the decision makers in Washington D. C. 
 
A lot of preparation goes into these well-coordinated trips.  Christine Daniel, 
president of the Camden - Kings Bay Area Chamber of Commerce, has  
expertly organized this event for the last two years.  In 2006, 19 participants 
from the cities of Kingsland, Woodbine and St. Marys, the Chamber of Com-
merce, JDA, Navy League, School Board, Southeast Georgia Health System - 
Camden Campus, and other businesses and organizations attended the event.  
The Camden Partnership worked the Pentagon portion, and produced issue 
papers on such subjects as BRAC, SSGN Support, USCG, Tricare, Quality 
Growth Initiatives and Education.  These briefing documents are available on 
The Camden Partnership’s website, at www.thecamdenpartnership.org.  
 
Sponsors play a large role in the Fly-In.  This year, Georgia Power hosted a 
breakfast, and Aaron Paxton, NeXgamerz, and Bill Gross, W. H. Construc-
tion sponsored the reception dinner.  These venues gave the Camden group 
the perfect chance to meet and greet many influential government servants, 
including: 
· Congressman Kingston & his staff 
· Senators Saxby Chambliss and Johnny Isakson and their staffs 
· Mr. John Leigh, Office of Economic Adjustment, DoD 
· Mr. B. J. Penn, Asst.  Secretary of  the Navy, Installations & Environment 
· RADM Joe Walsh, Head of Pacific Fleet of Sub Master of Arms, Dir. N77 
· RADM Joel Whitehead, Coast Guard Commander for Government & Public 

Affairs 
Government officials were impressed with the preparedness and the unity of 
the Camden group.  Sheila McNeill, a Partnership Board member, let them 
know that the group feels unity, and doing what’s best for national security, 
are essential.  That and keeping Camden and NSBKB in focus for those in 
our nation’s capital are the ulti- mate goals for the annual Fly-in. 12 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Camden Partnership Board of Directors 

 
Board of Directors, 2005 - 2006 
Jay Jones:  Coastal Bank of Georgia 
Craig Brack:  JDA, Board President 
Jeff Barker:  Chair, Camden - Kings Bay Area Chamber of Commerce 
John McDill:  Georgia Power 
Sheila McNeill:  Past National President,of the Navy League of the U.S. 
             Sheila’s Hallmark 
Joel Williams:  RE/MAX Coastal Properties 
Executive Director:  Walt Yourstone 
Operations:  Marty Klumpp, Associate 
 
Board of Directors, 2006-2007 
Jeff Barker:  St. Marys 1st United Methodist Church Foundation 
Craig Brack:  JDA, Board President 
Jim Steele:  Chair, Camden - Kings Bay Area Chamber of Commerce;  
  K - Bay 106, WKBX Radio 
John McDill:  Georgia Power 
Sheila McNeill:  Past National President of the Navy Leagueof the U.S.; 
  Sheila’s Hallmark 
Joel Williams:  RE/MAX Coastal Properties 
Operations:  Marty Klumpp, Director 
Officers, 2005-2007 
Jim Wells:  Chair, Retired Executive, Coastal Bank of Georgia,                     
co-chairman of the Military - Community Council of the  
Camden - Kings Bay Area Chamber of Commerce 
Walt Yourstone:  President; former Commanding Officer of Naval Subma-
rine Base Kings Bay; V. T. Griffin 
Stan Fowler:  Treasurer; Fowler, Maxwell & Robinson, CPAs 
Robbie Frye:  Secretary; Chief Financial Officer, Soncel Financial 

 
 

Charlie Smith, former U. S. Representative, District 175:  “I believe The 

[Camden] Partnership is important to Camden County as both a conduit for, 

and promoter of, intergovernmental cooperation across a wide range of issues 

affecting our community.  It is also important as an assembler and provider of 

information to officials at the state and national level, for the effective 

promotion of military and civilian growth of the area and support of the 

military presence here.” 
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Getting Involved with  

The Camden Partnership 
 
If you would like to get involved, or just know more 
about The Camden Partnership and/or the Community 
Action Group, there are several options for you.  You 
can: 
 

Attend meetings:  Community Action Group meetings are held the second 
Thursday of each month at 8:30 a.m. at the St. Marys Police Station on Point 
Peter Road.  Give involved with community initiatives for Quality Growth of 
Camden County by serving on various committees. 
 
Research:  To find out more about the Diversification study, go to The Cam-
den Partnership’s website at www.thecamdenpartnership.org, then “Library,” 
then “Economic Diversification of Camden County.”  Review the Strategic 
Plan Recommendations, and select the area or areas in which you want to 
participate.  Call Marty Klumpp at 912.227.2148, or email her at marty 
klumpp@tds.net, to ascertain the contact person for the area(s) you choose. 
 
Attend Presentations:  Please call Marty Klumpp to find out about upcoming 
presentations, at 912.227.2148, or email her at martyklumpp@tds.net. 
 
You could be joining these Community and Strategic Partners: 
 
Media 
Tribune & Georgian 
The Periscope 
K-Bay Radio 106 FM, WKBX 
Georgia Times - Union 
The Brunswick News 
 
Business and Non-Profit 
Bay Town Enterprises (Corporate Circle) 
Camden Kings Bay Area Chamber of Commerce 
Camden Children’s Alliance & Resources, Inc. 
Camden County Board of Education 
Camden County Joint Development Authority 
Camden County Public Service Authority - Kingsland 
Citizens State Bank - Kingsland (Corporate Circle) 
Coastal Bank of Georgia (Partnership Roundtable) 
Coastal Medical Access Project 
Community Action Group (C.A.G.) 
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Strategic and Community Partners of The Camden Partnership  

 
Business and Non-Profit (continued) 
Fowler, Maxwell & Robinson, CPAs (Benefactor) 
V. T. Griffin (Leadership Circle) 
W. H. Gross Construction (Corporate Circle) 
The Heritage Bank (Leadership Circle) 
Representative Cecily Hill (Benefactor) 
K - Bay Radio 106 FM, WKBX (Partnership Roundtable) 
John Kiss (Sponsor) 
Land Resource Company (Corporate Circle) 
Landmar Development (Corporate Circle) 
Navy League, Camden - Kings Bay Council 
Okefenokee Rural Electric Membership Corporation (Corporate Circle) 
Prudential Magnolia Realty (Benefactor) 
Craig and Mary Root (Partnership Roundtable) 
Satilla Community Bank (Leadership Circle) 
Satilla Temps (Corporate Circle) 
Seaboard Construction Company - Brunswick (Benefactor) 
Smith & Floyd, Attorneys (Partnership Roundtable) 
Soncel, Inc. (Leadership Circle) 
Southeast Georgia Health System - Camden Campus (Leadership Circle) 
Terry Stover Construction (Corporate Circle) 
Vista Outdoor Advertising (Partnership Roundtable) 
Joel Williams (Corporate Circle) 
Gary & Carol Willis (Benefactors) 
 
Strategic Partners 
Georgia Military Affairs Coordinating Committee (GMACC) 
Jacksonville Military Affairs Task Force 
Military Child Education Coalition 
NAID, an Association of Defense Companies 
National Association of Federally Impacted Schools 
The Creative Coast Initiative 
Woodbine’s Better Hometown Association 
 
 
Gary Willis, President, Satilla Community Bank:  “The Camden Partnership 
is absolutely imperative to maximizing Camden County’s economic future.  
Considering the annual financial contribution from the Naval Submarine 

Base Kings Bay, no organization is more important  and contributory.   
Additionally, the economic multiplier effect generated by the Partnership’s 

contacts and activities positively impacts our community.” 
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You are invited to join our efforts... 
 
It is important that voices be heard, in order that the residents of  
Camden County understand the character of our partnerships with  
Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay, and their significance and value to us  
locally.  We believe it is in the best interest of us all to become and stay  
involved with the future growth of Camden County by building partnerships 
between local businesses and Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay. 
 

In this regard, we welcome your ideas, your suggestions, and  
your support... 

 
Sponsorship Levels 
Leadership Circle  $10,000+ 
Partnership Roundtable $9,999 - $5,000 
Corporate Circle  $4,999 - $1,500 
Benefactor  $1,499 - $500 
Sponsor   $499 - $100 
Supporter  $99 - $25 
 
If you would like more information on how you can become a Community 
Partner, please contact our office at 227-2148.  Our address is: 
 

The Camden Partnership 
P. O. Box 5222 

St. Marys, GA  31558 
912-227-2148 

 
John McDill, Area Distribution Manager, Georgia Power:  “Now that 
the BRAC issue is [set aside for the moment], everyone needs to under-
stand that the Partnership is still  vital to the community, in that we are 
the organization that needs to stay engaged in the process of remaining 
vigilant to the inner workings of groups at Naval Submarine Base Kings 
Bay.  To insure we, as a community, know what the issues are that the 
NSBKB commands face, and how to insure that we help them stay com-
petitive and develop the base into a multi-functional mission installation 
with all the potential growth made to come to reality.  We think this is 
vital to the community well into the future, and the Partnership can  
facilitate this happening.  Every business in the community should sup-
port that effort.  It is in their interest to do so.” 
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Special Thanks and Credit 

 
Very special appreciation to everyone who helped put this history together.   
Credit goes to the Tribune & Georgian for background material.   
Special thanks to Terri Keller, Writing Services (www.TerriKeller.com) , 
and Sherry Mercer, Geek Central (geekcentralinc.com), for writing and 
formatting services. 
 
Community Resource Studies that were conducted by the Community Action 
Group (C. A. G) in preparation for BRAC 2004 can be found at the Partner-
ship’s website at www.thecamdenpartnership.org.  Subject areas covered 
include: 
· Community Profile 
· Transportation 
· Medical Services 
· Suitable and Affordable Child Care Facilities 
· Public Safety, Police and Security 
· Workforce Recruitment and Availability 
· Recreational Opportunities 
· High Tech Infrastructure 
· Educational Opportunities 
· Airspace/Airport Development 
· Adequacy of Resources 
· Environmental 
· Housing Availability and Affordability 
 
This “Executive Summary,” by Walt Natzic et al., can be found on the site by 
clicking on the “Library” link, then “Community Resource Studies.”  
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Notes 


