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Changing of the Guard! 

On March 13, 2008, Mike McKinnon became the president of The Camden Partnership 
(TCP). He replaced Walt Yourstone who stepped down because of a promotion within the 
VT Griffin organization which required him to work in Virginia Beach, VA. 

Walt Yourstone was with TCP for three years, initially as Executive Director and 
subsequently assuming the additional duties of president. His initial actions were to 
personally visit various entities in the county; governments, other organizations, 
media, the Base, Board of Education, telling them about the Partnership and how it 
could assist in bringing entities and individuals together (partner) creating a 
synergism for the betterment of all concerned. He also visited entities outside the 
county; RDC, GMACC, congressional delegation, and his former contacts within the 
pentagon. His efforts gave the Partnership prominence in the community, in state 
government, and in DC. 

Among the more notable endeavors and accomplishments by Walt during his three years 
with the Partnership: 

a. He was instrumental in capturing and managing a grant from the Office of Economic 
Adjustment, which funded the Economic Diversification Study. The study served 
local governments and agencies as a baseline document in developing a strategic 
plan for economic development. He led the Partnership charge by 
assisting in coordinating public input and actively participating in the various 
planning committees. 

b. During the BRAC process, he organized and spearheaded the community's 
interface with the BRAC commission and within DOD. While the efforts did not result 
in additional missions as thought, Kings Bay and Camden County received priceless 
PR through the process; people in decision making positions will not soon 
forget Kings Bay and Camden County and the capacity we have for expansion. 

c. During two Washington Fly-ins, he was instrumental in revamping the Camden 
County Issues and Information booklet given to those visited during the fly-in, and in 
developing a new format for issue and information papers. He also coordinated the 
Pentagon portion of the fly-in. 

d. He promoted TCP at every opportunity 

The Camden Partnership, Inc. is indebted to Walt Yourstone for getting the organization up 
and running and in the mainstream of activities�supporting the Base and the quality growth 
within the county. He promoted TCP at every opportunity. While stepping down as president, 
he wants to keep engaged in the efforts of the Partnership to the extent his new position 
will allow. We welcome his continued involvement. 

Mike McKinnon joins The Camden Partnership with much the same background as his 
predecessor; former Base CO, wanted to stay in the area, has previously worked with 
GMACC, has DC contacts, knows the local "lay of the land," and is respected in the 
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community. He has the added benefit of having worked with the Partnership for the past 
three years in his position as Base CO. He has a deep concern for the well-being of the 
military and of this community, and a strong desire to get involved and make a positive 
difference. We could not have selected a better replacement to lead the Partnership into the 
future. 

To say he hit the road running would be an understatement. He has embraced the 
organizations incorporation documents, its financials, history, goals, objectives, website, and 
has offered some potential steerage corrections. The Partnership appreciates Mike 
agreeing to lead the Partnership, and looks forward to working with him as we continue with 
partnering efforts to assist in solving future challenges that are sure to arise. 

 
Jim Wells, Chairman 

The Camden Partnership 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS  -  CHANGES in Meetings  
 
Community Action Group 

A Community-Based effort to support and promote Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay 

The purpose of CAG is to provide an interface between the Georgia Military Affairs 
Coordinating Committee (GMACC) and Georgia’s Military bases as well as focusing 
community efforts to promote and support Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay.  Meeting 
are held quarterly, starting in June, the second Thursday of the month. 

CAG Meeting 
Thursday, June 12 at 8:00 a.m. at the St. Marys Police Department.  Starting in June, 
we will be holding the CAG meeting quarterly and starting the meetings at 8:00 a.m. 
 
MCC (Military Community Council) Meeting 
MCC is a committee of the Camden County Chamber of Commerce 
�
The military-Community Council (MCC) of Camden County is a voluntary association 
of military and community members representing a wide variety of interests. The 
Council was formed to enhance relationships between the military and the community 
for the mutual benefit of both parties. 
 
The Council serves as a vehicle through which the military and surrounding community 
is informed of decisions and information that affects both parties. By being better 
informed of available resources and future projects, both parties are better served and 
the opportunity to pool resources becomes achievable on a greater scale.  
 
Meetings of the full Council occur quarterly, normally on the first Thursday of each 
quarter, at the Conference Center on Naval Submarine Base, Kings Bay. The meetings 
are from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm, and include lunch at a cost of $11.00. Those wishing to 
attend should contact Cindy Parr at cindy_parr@navyfederal.org. She will include your 
name on a list which will be given to security at the main gate so you will have access 
to the Base. You will need to provide a picture ID. 
�
The next meeting will be July 1, 2008, a change from the normal meeting date. Those 
desiring to attend should RSVP to Cindy by COB Friday, June 27.  Normal dates of 
future meetings would be October 2 and January 1, 2009. This later meeting will 
obviously be changed, probably to January 8.�
 
 
 
 



The Camden County Chamber of Commerce held their 
Annual Washington Fly-In, April 07– 09, 2008 

 
The event was a huge success with twenty-nine 
interested government and community leaders 
delivering the message –Camden County is 
positioned for growth. Visit the Library  at 
www.thecamdenpartnership.org to read the position 
papers presented to the United States Coast Guard, 
Strategic Systems Program, the U.S. Department of 
Education, Congressman Kingston, Senator Isakson, 
Senator Chambliss, and the Pentagon. 

 
 

The Future Is Now… 
 
A catchy phrase used by many, but one which so aptly describes the 
Comprehensive Plan (Plan) Public Hearings process currently underway within 
the four governments in Camden County. The plan is intended to be a vision of 
what Camden County should look like 10-20+ years from now. If you are 
interested in the future of Quality Growth for your community, please attend 
and get involved! 
 

Camden County and the Cities of Kingsland, St. Marys and Woodbine 
Joint Comprehensive Plan Public Hearings 

 
Camden County and the Cities of Kingsland, St. Marys and Woodbine will hold 
public hearings regarding the Camden County Joint Comprehensive draft 
Community Agenda during the month of June. The purpose of these hearings 
is to provide the public with the opportunity to make comment on the 
Community Agenda. 
 
Public hearings in each jurisdiction will be held as follows: 
 

·  Camden County 
           Tuesday, June 17 at 5:30 p.m. 
           Camden County Annex, 107 Gross Road, Kingsland 
           For more information, contact Loretta Riggins-  
           Hylton, Planning Director at (912) 729-5603. 
 

·  Kingsland 
            Monday, June 9 at 6:00 p.m. 
            Kingsland City Hall, 107 South Lee Street, Kingsland 
            For more information, contact Ken Kessler, Community 
            Planning Director at (912) 729-8279. 
 

·  St. Marys 
            Monday, June 9 at 5:30 p.m. 
            St. Mary City Hall, 418 Osborne Street, St. Marys� 
            For more information, contact Roger Weaver, Planning  
            Director at (912) 510-4014. 
 

·  Woodbine 
           Tuesday, June 10 at 6:30 p.m. 
           Woodbine City Hall, 310 Bedell Avenue, Woodbine 
           Contact Sandra Rayson, City Administrator at (912) 576-3211. 
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ISSUE:  Relocation of the St. Marys Airport�  
 
As you may or may not know, The Camden Partnership’s 
mission is to support and promote Military and Homeland 
Security missions by developing Partnerships at the Local, 
Regional, State and Federal levels, and partners with local 
organizations to promote economic development and quality growth throughout 
Camden County.  While being true to our mission statement, we have stated we will 
embrace the following as our guiding principles: 
 

·  Striving to be a leader in community planning efforts.  

·  Participating in efforts that will improve the Quality of Life for Camden County 

residents.  

·  Conducting community planning to support installation growth at Naval 

Submarine Base, Kings Bay (NSBKB).  

·  Adhering to the principles of Smart Growth and Quality Economic 

Development.  

·  Supporting small business development and growth.  

·  Always being truthful and fair.  

·  Committing to open communications.  

·  Leveraging resources to assist in planning and managing growth.  

·  Promoting community involvement.  

·  Cultivating local expertise.  
 
In being true to our guiding principles and mission statement, and in support to the 
Kings Bay Naval Submarine Base’s mission, their operations and future growth by 
enhancing their Department of Defense military value, while simultaneously promoting 
economic development and quality growth throughout Camden County, the 
Partnership has placed two items on its website for the public to view.  The first is the 
Airport Relocation Resolution.  It can be found at    

Airport Relocation Resolution:   
 
http://www.thecamdenpartnership.org/Documents/Airport%20Resolution.htm 
The second item is a completion of airport facts the Partnership has generated about 
the St. Marys Airport.  In the Partnership’s spirit of being committed to open 
communications and being truthful and fair, the following facts are provided to allow the 
citizens of St. Marys to determine for themselves the value of the airport. 

Airport Facts: http://www.thecamdenpartnership.org/Airport%20Facts.htm 
My hope is that you will find this useful to help with understanding the facts and not 
opinions.  It is provided to promote community involvement.  It is important for me that 
you understand that the support the Partnership is giving to this effort is based on facts 
and in the belief that we are participating in an effort that will ultimately improve the 
Quality of Life for all Camden County residents, including the city of St. Marys; aiding 
efforts that will support community planning in order to provide for installation growth at 
NSBKB; adhering to the principles of smart growth and quality economic development; 
and supporting future small business development and growth by leveraging the 
resources available to us (FAA desire, donated property and future congressional 
support in Washington should this effort pass). 

Warm Regards, 

Mike McKinnon 
President, The Camden Partnership 

Contact information 
for the mayor and 
city council can be 
found at: 

http://www.ci.st-
marys.ga.us/ccounci
l.htm#ccouncil�


